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Micah Hesse’s Types of Stereo presents us with the
dialectics of three dimensional seeing. This way of
seeing is the making of a constant combination be-
tween the perceptual and the cognitive. On the basis
of the combination between the two cultural, social
and political orders are formed. In turn, these orders
inform our perception and cognition. One of the ways
of producing athree dimensional screening is through
the overlapping of the colors Blue and Red. The cul-
tural meaning attributed to these two colors already
provides an allegory for our perception of the world
and the cognitive depth that this perception offers.
When the Red disappears we are faced with Blue flat-
ness which offers itself as another kind of depth. No
longer the expanding depth of field, but a depth which
shades echo the immediate presence of the abyss.
In his unique dialectic way of combining the
textual and visual Types of Stereo draws lines of free
association between its subjects. Hesse transforms
idioms and phrases into images to be viewed and
examined visually. By this conversion to the visual,
the meaning of the text changes, this new meaning
is then examined and made into a new image, and
so on. This circular logic sets into motion a wagon
wheel of cross-referencing spokes that winds together
stereotypical puns with various types of stereoscopic
display; like the two component strands of film inter-
twining to form a single stereoscopic image, so does
the pun, reversely, unzip itself into its dual meanings.




Ian Svenonius
The Psychic Soviet

The Cold War in Psycho-Geopolitics

“The first class antagonism which appears in history

coincides with the antagonism between man and

woman in monogamous marriage, and the first class

oppression with that of the female sex by the male.”
Friedrich Engels

I. PSD
The collapse of the Soviet Union was the most grievous
psychological event in recent history.

Though referred to officially in bourgeois society as
moral fable and totem of God's will, this calamity—the
1991 defeat of international socialism—has plunged the
population of the world into a state of nihilism and despair.

Though this depression is recognized as a global
crisis, its cause is not widely acknowledged or even
understood. Even so, the post-Soviet world is a place
haunted by its former inhabitant and the nature of that
inhabitant's demise. The fantastic popularity of antide-

pressants is just one symptom of a “Post-Soviet Depres-
sion” (PSD) syndrome. Other signs of PSD are worse and
more far-reaching in regards to their long-term effects.

The idealism that once characterized Homo Sapi-
ens, for example, seems to have vanished. Instead of
drawing up hopeful plans for the future, or engaging it
signature feature—ingenuity—it now stares vacantly
into the abyss. Meanwhile, the earth is steered toward
apocalypse by its most deranged element.

Man’s new fatalism reveals that he, like his leaders,
has become deranged. Once he was a crusader for this
or for that. Now, in the throes of PSD, he is either an idiot,
a “kook,” or just a transcendental lecher. He holds the
future in open contempt. His brain is just a warehouse
for putrefied cynicism. His only appetite is for sensory
and sensual “kicks”; garden-variety vulgarities devised
to stay numb and perpetuate idiocy.

For him, the end of the Cold War signaled, instead
of a chance to proliferate peace and equality, an accel-
erated reiteration of the Neroism and barbarity that had
characterized his most abject moments. It marked the
final, hopeless, capitulation to Abaddon.

The “war on terror” and its various offspring (rendi-
tions, invasions, space weapons, torture chambers, etc.)
are just the grotesque ejaculations of the USSR’s malfunc-
tioning, off-balance—albeit victorious—arch-nemesis,
the USA. They were inevitable after and foretold by the
far grander, much misrepresented, and strangely under-
played super-event known as “The Socialist Collapse.”
Why though should the undoing of an institution so
universally despised and as disfigured by revisionist
historical framing as Soviet socialism precipitate such
cosmic depression? The USSR was—and still is—
everyone’s favorite punching bag.



The answer, though not altogether rational, reveals an
unconscious understanding of events barred from the
official narrative of history.

II. PSYCHO-GEO-TICS

Politically delineated “state” entities, although they are
contrived abstractions, nonetheless have deep and
resonant associations for what psychologist Carl Jung
referred to as the collective unconscious, or “mass mind.”
These geopolitical characters are a constellation referred
to as much as the family in the self's determination
of identity, their fortunes often determined by their
inhabitants blind, convulsive will.

Political constructs, such as national/racial identity
or the emotional attachment to a state's leader, are subli-
mated projections: the cloying gurgles of an infant child.
They make no sense even to their mewing dispatchers.

They are simply the voiced rationalizations for a
deeply rooted identification with (or, perhaps, alienation
from) nation states (not only one’s own, but all perceived
states) as archetypes in a system of astral-political deities.

This phenomena, whereby the politically contrived
abstraction of the nation assumes an archetypal character
or persona is an intrinsic quality to mankind and is called
psychological geopolitics or “psycho-geo-tics” for short.

Psycho-geo-tic conflictis perhaps best exemplified
by one of its many ancient examples—the warrior city-
state Sparta versus democratic Athens—but has been
an underlying current in human history long before that
particular S&M duo was conjured up by Greek perverts.
Lord Byron was acting out a psycho-geo-tic impulse
centuries later when he joined the Greek war against the
Turks and jumped to his death in the Bosporus. (Byron,
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being a Romantic-era “animal man,” was more prone
than normal people to act on psycho-geo-tic instinct.)
The confrontation between Vietnam and the United
States—a more recent event—is shrouded in much
psycho-geo-tic “fuzz”; US motorcycle enthusiasts still
wistfully yearn for that war, which gave full expression to
barbaric impulses repressed at home by the civil rights
movement. Though transnational conflicts all have their
materialist/political root causes (i.e., imperialism), the
manipulation of primitive psychology (“psy-ops”) is key
to rallying support for mass violence.

Inthe modern era, especially since World War Il but
even before that, no players in psychological geopolitics
have been as emotionally significant as the USA and
the USSR. In a Jungian sense, these two constructs
represent a maternal/paternal dialectic, with the mili-
tary alliances they spawned, the “Warsaw Pact” and the
“NATO Alliance,” representing competing familial clans.

The USA was the father and the USSR, dominated
by “Mother Russia,” was of course the mother. The Cold
War was, to the primitive psyche of the spectator, a pa-
rental schism of cosmic proportion, with the inhabitants
of the earth caught in the ensuing mega-struggle for
the children’s loyalty.

That divorce rates exploded through the tenure of
the Cold War was a direct result of this latent gender
identification and the chronic ill-defined state of war
which existed between the two sexual proxies: a situ-
ation which mirrored a fractious, warring household.

III. MOTHER
On the one hand was the Socialist East. Though popularly
ridiculed as an evil “slave state,” the USSR'’s Politburo



was acutely concerned with feminism right from its
inception. Socialist philosophers Marx, Engels, Fourier,
Kollontai, and Bebel all addressed sexual inequality in
their tracts and had come to the conclusion that “There
can be no emancipation of humanity without the social
independence and equality of the sexes” (Bebel, 1879).

Alexandra Kollontai described the family as a “micro-
scopic state where husband ruled wife and Children” that
must be replaced with a type of “free union, fortified by
the love and mutual respect of the two members of the
Workers’ State, equal in their rights and in their obliga-
tions.” Since Marxists thought subordinate and dominant
relationships had as their root cause capitalist property
relationships, they naturally assumed the abolition of
this root cause would engender equality between the
sexes. According to Engels, it was the accumulation
of surplus value through capitalist production that had
allowed men to dominate and exploit women—who were
bound to the house, and therefore had no saleable labor
value (because of the devaluation that capitalism places
on housework)—so the introduction of women into the
workforce, along with the abolition of property, would
solve gender inequality, which permeated all societies.

The Soviet Union's constitution therefore proclaimed
women's equality with men in all spheres of life, and the
1918 Soviet Family Code established the right of free
choice in marriage, division of housework, abortion
rights, women'’s property rights, etc. Housework was to
be a collective assignment, along with raising children.
Lenin decried the housewife as a “domestic slave,” and
deplored housework as “barbarously unproductive, petty,
nerve-racking, stultifying, and crushing drudgery.” He
also derided proletarian husbands who shirked their
chores, saying, “The husband must not content himself
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with ‘assisting. He must rather do his share...” in clean-
ing and caring for children. This radicalism was carried
on into the constitutions of the Eastern Bloc nations
after the Communist victory in the Second World War,
replacing reactionary Papal pro-housewife hegemony
in places like Lithuania, Hungary, and Poland.

But though these sorts of factors might have in-
formed global psycho-geo-tic perceptions somewhat,
affiliating the USSR with “Mother” was largely irrational.
Psycho-geo-tics is, after all, an unconscious, emotion-
al, and little-understood process which has to do with
people’s animal or “primal” instincts. These are just
largely unused psychic detritus: reflexes and super-
stitions inherited from genetic survival programming,
developed over millions of years of living in swamps,
caves, nests, pyramids, alien spacecraft, basement
apartments, and piles of dung. The USSR was identified
psycho-geo-tically as “Mother” because its foreign and
domestic behavior resonated with the primitive psyche,
which saw it as embodying the “Mother” archetype:
authoritarian, furtive, implacable, cruel, and irrational.
The USSR, despite its moral mission, was prone to girlish
spite and paranoia, as witnessed by Stalin’s bitchy purg-
ing of various party rivals, whom he named “degenerate
Bukharinite double-dealers,” “Trotskyite White-guard
gangs of assassins,” “contemptible lackeys of the Fas-
cists,” and “White-guard pygmies whose strength is not
more than that of a gnat.”

In religious systems—or “mythology”—from time
immemorial, the “Mother Goddess” is simultaneously
life giver and destroyer. For example, Ishtar, Cybele,
Freya, and Devi are all Mother Goddesses of sex and
fertility—and of death and destruction—for each of their
highly disparate cultures. The Soviet Union, with its lively



paradox of radical reform/populist rhetoric combined
with deadly “red terror,” crept unconsciously into this
dualistic psycho-geo-tic role.

In the murky marshland of the hominid'’s brain-core
then, the symbol of the hammer and the sickle represents
the earth’s primal progeny (in Marxist argot, “the prole-
tariat”) whose fertility and virility has been awoken by
mother’s magical tools of reaping and forging. These
tools are also the sex organs at play with one another.
But this hammer and sickle are also recognized as sym-
bols of destruction, used to rend and crush. The flag of
the Soviet Union, with its hammer, sickle, and cloth, is
like a rock-paper-scissors game in which all destructive
options are represented simultaneously: a maelstrom
of malevolent energy that menaces its opponent but
also threatens to destroy itself. Marx’s appropriation
of Hegelian “dialectics”—resolution through thesis/
antithesis contradiction—also refers to the schizo-sex-
death-mother matrix latent in Communism.

That the Communist system spurs fecundity is wit-
nessed by the remarkable transformation of the Russian
and Chinese feudal economies and their rejection of
sex-hating Christo-Judaic-Mohammedan dogma (reli-
gions remarkable for their absence of a female deity). The
USSR, despite its chronic poverty, took pains to provide
its children with their basic needs—hence the sneering
characterization as “Nanny States” or “nurturers” by
conservatives when speaking of Socialist governments
(or, pejoratively, “Welfare States”).

Such semantics are highly illuminating. The self-righ-
teousness and didacticism of Communists, often com-
pared to religious zealotry, is really the entitled intransi-
gence of motherhood. Stalin’s terror can be seen as a
kind of postpartum depression scenario with the mother,
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after the shock of birth (revolution) trying to destroy her
young (both revolutionaries and counter-revolutionaries).

Because the USSR was psych-geo-tically connected
to a Mother archetype or mother-sex-death Goddess
figure, its official enemy automatically became the in-
verse of that character in the unconscious imagination,
so the USA became a kind of male champion God in the
vein of Hermes or Thoth, phallic deities of commerce
and mystery.

IV. FATHER

Despite (or because of) the Mother’s authoritarian
nurturing and condescending concern, the child identifies
with this Hermetic-USA-Father figure. Vainglorious,
anti-intellectual, cunning, glamorous—he is a “hero”
archetype, the Arcadian psycho-pomp who undertakes
daring missions, transgresses boundaries, and guards
secret knowledge. Conquest, glory, alchemy, and
acquisition are his creed.

Elitism, race theory, and numeric esoterica are
the spectres behind his proclaimed money ideology.
The horror of the so-called “third world” is the result
of his serial philandering: exploitation that he shirks
with no recognition or responsibility. He voraciously
consumes everything he sees. His concubines, or
“client states,” dream they can rehabilitate him, or
“save his soul.” Religion or mysticism is his domain, a
tool for social control and perhaps also a form of sub-
limated guilt: a fascination and attraction to the alien
and unthinkable concept of self-sacrifice. Though this
character seems distasteful, his audacity and entitled
arrogance is considered “sexy.”



To the repressed psycho-geo-tic pattern recognition
instincts of the bipedal fleshpot, his flag, the “Stars and
Bars,” shows the rungs of a ladder in a prison covered
with blood. The night sky can be seen through the win-
dow in the upper left-hand corner—a tease of liberty. If
one looks very closely, one can see the Father’s private
helicopter flying past “Orion’s belt.”

Not coincidentally to this latent gender motif, the
October Revolution occurred in simultaneity with the
global suffragette/feminist movement.

While the plutocracy of the West is often referred
to as an “Old Boys Club,” the USSR initiated the afore-
mentioned radical women's rights reforms with the
Bolshevik victory, including divorce on demand, abortion
rights, and even a sci-fi attempt to abolish housework
and the family.

The Soviet Union's rapid industrialization and vigor-
ous response to the West's arms race was a testimonial to
the Russians’ sense of themselves as the serially abused
victims of their historic capitalist-imperialist exploiters.
Joseph Stalin, speaking in 1931 to the First Conference
of Industrial Managers, explained, “One feature of the
old Russia was the continual beatings she suffered for
falling behind. For her backwardness. She was beaten
by the Mongol Khans. She was beaten by the Turkish
Beys. She was beaten by the Swedish feudal lords. She
was beaten by the Polish and Lithuanian gentry. She
was beaten by the French and British-capitalists. She
was beaten by the Japanese barons. All beat her—for
her backwardness...

“But we do not want to get beaten. No, we refuse
to be beaten!

“We are fifty or a hundred years behind the advanced
countries. We must make good this distance in ten years.
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“Either we do this or they crush us...”

So, though Russia was Mother, it was no longer the
hobbled Tsarist consort, entangled with the West as a
bullied partner, but the “Soviet” divorcee of considerable
willfulness. This woman'’s liberation was a challenge
to male domination and threatened the traditional
distribution of power. The Tsarist mother had served
the father well in her time and bore him fruit, but this
new insubordination could not stand.

While rapprochement was always sought by the
much weaker Soviet side throughout the Cold War in an
attempt at cooperation and reconciliation (such a state of
harmony between oppositional male and female forces
was called “syzygy” by Jung, and “entente” by the polit-
ical class), the USA needed a public example to be set.

She would have to be destroyed—though the nec-
romancers in Western intelligence understood the pro-
found effect such an event would have on the world’s
population. First, a softening-up was needed.

V. PROGRAMMING

Psychologists employed by the Western spy agencies
understood the psycho-geo-tics represented by the
global ideological schism and attempted to exploit these
latent feelings through the arts. Cultural propaganda at
the height of the Cold War ritually featured Mother-death
in television programs aimed at children such as “My
Three Sons,” “Family Affair,” “The Andy Griffith Show,”
and “The Courtship of Eddie’s Father” among others.

There is almost always a manservant (e.g. the femme
“Uncle French” or the butch “Uncle Charlie”) in these
televised scenarios who performs the Mother’s tradi-
tional job of mothering, but who noticeably forgoes her



overbearing and controlling manner. The implication in
the aforementioned scenarios is clear: the murder of
the Mother is desirable and a necessary step toward
the child’s liberation.

This subordinate “Uncle” figure presages the even-
tual collaborative style of the Mother’s killing. It is never
explained who exactly has murdered the missing mother
on these programs, and the characters never discuss
or question the tragedy. However, it is always explicit
that without her, existence is of the magical variety
exemplified on television.

The death of the Socialistic superpower is this
desirable wife-Mother murder. It is achieved with the
collusion of the Uncle figure—China—who was once
Mother Russia’s lover (Stalin-Mao pact), but who, feeling
jealous and angry about his inability to control her (Kru-
schev’s denouncement of Stalin, leading to fissure with
China at the Cominform), conspires with her arch-enemy/
ex-husband (the USA, in the temporal form of Nixon),
in order to kill her (the two-front confrontation which
bankrupted the USSR).

Uncle China then mimics Father’'s worst exploitive
and avaricious tendencies while appropriating Mother’s
authoritarian irrational streak. Though he is now busi-
ness partners with the blithe and hedonistic husband/
Father, he also dreams of destroying him eventually and
it seems certain that he will.

VI. POOR WINNER
Of course, there is also an element of matricide in all of
this. Just as each election witnesses the USA as death-
cult, casting its ballots for self-immolation, apocalypse,
and the decline of the dollar, Eastern Europe’s children,

19

18

tired of their Mother’'s moodiness, purposefully left the
door ajar in a considered criminal accessorization.

As Mother lay dying, the Father’s first act was to
molest them, just as Mother had warned that he would.
She never told them, though, that he would film the act
for money. To assuage the guilt they feel for collabo-
rating with their Mother’s killer, they allow themselves
a disingenuous gullibility, believing the Father’s coital
promise to call and send chocolates. They call him pet
names and brag about their relationship with him.

The rest of the world, having already been deflowered
by him ages ago, is not impressed but understands. They
are, however, deeply disturbed by the Father’s fondling
of his estranged wife’s children. His vengeful pleasure
in exploiting them is evident. In victory he has proved to
be a “poor winner.” Meanwhile, with a newfound zest for
masochism, Russia and the former Socialist Republics
pledge allegiance to the Father’s heroic hyper-macho
mythology, replacing their communal ideology with his
mystic blend of reaction, elitism, racism, and national-
ism. Right-wing “skin-heads” abound, religion is back,
and feminism has been abandoned. This cloying copy
ideologizing is typical of nations in defeat (i.e. post-war
Japan’s rehabilitation as a US-style capitalist economy),
but pathetic in this case since the Father’s Weltanshauung
is secretly based on a race-system whereby the Slays
are subhumans, targeted for extermination.

While the Russians mimic the worst traits of their
usurper, the USA does a crude burlesque of its victim
in a perverse identity switch, a ritual akin to a soldier
trying on the hat of an enemy “kill.” Hence the recent
appropriation in the US of a Soviet-style kitsch official
adoration of public servants, like fire-men, paramedics,
and military.



Though officially murdered and buried in the yard, the
Soviet still lives in the collective psyche, a repressed
memory of the Mother which haunts both her killers
and the world’s now defenseless tots. Her death
leaves a yawning void, a missing champion to invoke
or petition against Father’s serial abuse. This is what
has caused cosmic depression (PSD syndrome) and the
fantastic popularity of new-fangled antidepressant pills.
Meanwhile, without a foil, Father has “gone to seed,”
abandoning former pretenses of idealism and lashing
out in delusional fits.

The discovery of psycho-geo-tics by the US gov-
ernment and the manipulation of its latent force was
instrumental in engineering the destruction of the USSR
and the enslavement of the globe. The utilization of
psycho-geo-tic power wasn’t confined to that global
conflagration, though, but is conjured still through so-
called “culture.” The Cold War was, in a sense, an illumi-
nating macrocosm of the conflict we all fight every day.
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